AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior listings of claims in this apphcation. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system for routing an incoming call from a calling party for a 
telephone line of a subscriber comprising: 

a service switching point associated with the telephone line; and 

a service control point in communication with the service switching point, 

wherein when the service switching point detects the incoming call, the service 
switching point launches a query comprising a subscriber number to the service control point, 

wherein when the service control point receives the query and refers to a database 
storing a subscriber's number, priority caller information, and at least one instruction from 
the subscriber to determine whether the calling party is a priority caller, the service control 
point detemining a priority caller in response to a priority code submitted by the priority 
caller, the priority code being a subscriber generated code provided to a plurahty of priority 
callers; 

wherein the service control point retums a default response to the service switching 
point if the calling party is not a priority caller, and 

wherein the service control point retums a priority response to the service switching 
point if the calling party is a priority caller, the priority response comprising an action to ring 
a telephone associated with the telephone line with an alert signal that is different from a 
regular ringing tone, forwarding the incoming call to another telephone associated with a 
second telephone line of the subscriber, forwarding the incoming call to a wireless telephone 
of the subscriber via a wireless telephone network, and estabUshing a conmiunication session 
with a calling party and a computer associated with the subscriber via a computer network. 
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2. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the query further comprises priority caller 
information. 



3. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the priority caller information is a 
telephone number associated with a second telephone line that is used by the calling party to 
initiate the incoming call. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original) The system of clahn 1, wherein the default response comprises an 
instruction for the service switching point to terminate the call using a regular ringing tone 
and the priority response comprises an instruction for the service switching point to terminate 
the call using a priority alert signal. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the priority response comprises an 
instruction for the service switching point to initiate an outgoing call to another telephone 
associated with the subscriber. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 6, wherein the another telephone is a wireless 
telephone. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the service control point estabhshes a 
communication session with a computer associated with the subscriber via a computer 
network. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein the communication session uses TCP/IP. 
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10. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein the commimication session is a voice-over- 
Intemet protocol session. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for routing an incoming call from a calling party for 
a telephone line of a subscriber comprising: 

associating a subscriber number of the subscriber with priority caller 

information; 

storing the subscriber number, the priority caller information, and at least one 
instruction from the subscriber in a database; 

detecting the incoming call; 

consulting the database to determine whether the incoming call comprises the 
priority caller information , the priority caller information including a priority code submitted 
by a priority caller, the priority code beinR a subscriber generated code provided to a plurality 
of priority callers ; and 

executing a priority action if the incoming call comprises the priority caller 

information, 

wherein the priority action comprises ringing a telephone associated with the 
telephone line with a priority alert signal that is different from a regular ringing tone; 
generating an outgoing call to another telephone associated with a second telephone line of 
the subscriber; generating an outgoing call to a wireless telephone of the subscriber via a 
wireless telephone network; and estabhshing a commimication session with a computer 
associated with the subscriber via a computer network. 
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12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein the priority caller information is a 
telephone number associated with a second telephone line that is used to initiate the incoming 
call. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1, further comprising the step of: 

prompting the calling party to input calling party priority information, the 
calling party priority information comprising an instruction for executing the priority action; 
receiving the calling party priority information; and 
executing the priority action according to the calling party information, 
wherein the priority action comprises ringing the telephone with a calling party specified 
priority alert signal that is different firom a regular ringing tone, generating the outgoing call 
to another telephone associated with the second telephone line of the subscriber, generating 
the outgoing call to the wireless telephone of the subscriber via a wireless telephone network, 
and establishing the communication session with the computer associated with the subscriber 
and the calling party via the computer network. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for routing an incoming call fi-om a calling party for 
a telephone line of a subscriber comprising: 

associating a subscriber number of the subscriber with at least one priority 
caller nxmiber, each of the priority caller numbers comprising two or more priority codes for 
executing a corresponding call processing priority action; 

storing the subscriber number, the at least one priority caller number, and at 

least one instruction from the subscriber in a database; 

detecting the incoming call; 
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consulting the database to determine whether the incoming call comprises the 
at least one priority caller numbe r, the piioritv caller number inclixdinR a priority code 
submitted by the priority caller, the priority code being a subscriber generated code provided 
to a plurahty of priority callers ; and 

executing the priority action if the incoming call comprises the at least one 
priority caller number, the priority action comprising an action to ring a telephone associated 
with the telephone line with an alert signal that is different jfrom a regular ringing tone, 
forwarding the incoming call to another telephone associated with a second telephone line of 
the subscriber, forwarding the incoming call to a wireless telephone of the subscriber via a 
wireless telephone network, and establishing a communication session with a calling party 
and a computer associated with the subscriber via a computer network. 

1 5 . (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the priority action comprises playing a 
priority alert signal to alert the subscriber to the incoming call 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the priority action comprises generating 
at least one outgoing call to one or more telephones associated with the subscriber. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the priority action comprises generating 
an outgoing call to a wireless telephone associated with the subscriber via a wireless 
telephone network. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 14, whereia the priority action comprises estabhshing 
a communication session with a computer associated with the subscriber via a computer 
network. 
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19. (Original) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the communication session uses TCP/IP. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the communication session uses voice- 
over-Internet protocol. 

21. (Currently Amended) A method for routing an incoming call from a calling party to a 
telephone line of a subscriber comprising: 

associating a subscriber number of the subscriber with at least one priority 

code; 

storing the subscriber number, the at least one priority code, and at least one 
instruction from the subscriber in a database; 

soliciting the calling party for a priority code when the incoming call is 
received, the priority code comprising an instruction for executing a priority action for 
further processing the incoming call; 

receiving the priority code from the calling party; 

consulting the database to determine whether the priority code matches any of 
the at least one priority codes , the priority code beinR a subscriber generated code provided to 
a plurality of priority callers ; and 

executing the priority action if the priority code matches one of the at least 
one priority codes, the priority action comprising an action to alert the terminating equipment 
associated with the telephone line with a priority alert signal that is different from a regular 
ringing tone, the terminating equipment comprising a telephone and a computer. 

22. (Canceled) 
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23 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2 1 , the priority action further comprising 
an action to generate an outgoing call to other terminating equipment associated with a 
second telephone line of the subscriber. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2 1 , the priority action an action to route 
the incoming call to a wireless telephone of the subscriber via a wireless telephone network, 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21, the priority action comprising an 
action to establish a communication session between the calling party and a computer 
associated with the subscriber via a computer network. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25, wherein the communication session 
uses TCP/IP. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25, wherein the cormnunication session 
uses voice-over-hitemet protocol. 

28. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

associating a subscriber number of the subscriber with priority caller 
information, the priority caller information comprising a priority caller nxraiber and a priority 
caller code, the priority code comprising an instruction for executing a priority action for 
processing an incoming communication; 

storing the subscriber number, the priority caller information, and at least one 
instruction jfrom the subscriber in a database; 

detecting the inconndng communication to a telephone line of a subscriber, the 
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telephone line comprising the subscriber number; 

consulting the database to determine whether the incoming communication 
comprises the priority caller informatio n, the priority caller information includino; a priority 
code submitted by a priority caller, the priority code being a subscriber generated code 
provided to a plurality of priority callers ; and 

executing the priority action if the incoming communication comprises the 
priority caller information, the priority action comprising an action to generate an outgoing 
call to another telephone associated with another telephone line, an action to generate an 
outgoing call to a wireless telephone associated with the subscriber, and an action to estabhsh 
a communication session among the incoming communication and a computer associated 
with the subscriber. 

29. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 28, further comprisin g the otep of : 

prompting a calling party of the incoming communication to input calling 

party priority information, the calling party priority information comprising a calling party 

instruction for executing the priority action; 

receiving the calling party priority information; and 

executing the priority action according to the calling party information, the 

priority action comprises an action to alert the terminating equipment associated with the 

telephone line with a priority alert signal that is different from a regular ringing tone, the 

terminating equipment comprising a telephone and the computer. 
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